
APC English



week 2 lesson 2

Nouns



Introduction

• Irregular nouns

• Countable & Uncountable nouns



Concrete & abstract nouns

Concrete nouns

- a physical thing

- e.g. dog, ball, cliff

Abstract nouns

- not concrete, not a physical thing

- sadness – can you see or touch sadness?

- e.g. freedom, happiness, permission



Singular and plural



Single & plural nouns

Regular nouns

most nouns

add –s, 

one elephant, two elephants

Irregular nouns

Single leaf, child, fungus, mouse, sheep

Plural leaves, children, fungi, mice, sheep



Singular = 1 (one) Plural = 2 + (two or more)

A flower                  flowers

A week                    weeks

A nice place             nice places

This hat                    these hats

A flower Flowers



Irregular plural forms

One sheep – two sheep

A deer – two deer

A fish – two fish

A dozen – two dozen

A means – means

A series – two series

A species – different species

A headquarters – headquarters

A crossroads – crossroads

A person - people



Irregular plural forms

A man – men

A woman – women

A child – children

An ox – oxen

A mouse – mice

A louse – lice

A foot – feet

A tooth – teeth

A goose – geese



Irregular nouns

#1 –f to-ves

leaf, loaf, calf -> leaves, loaves, calves

#2 –en

Child -> children, ox -> oxen



Irregular nouns

#3 base plurals

sheep -> sheep, fish, bison 

Species of fish are called fishes

#4 mutant plurals (like Germanic)

– vowel changes

foot, woman, man, tooth, goose, mouse, louse

feet, women, men, teeth, geese, mice, lice



Irregular nouns

#5 foreign plurals

e.g. Latin – fungus, cactus -> fungi, cacti

Latin a->ae, larva-> larvae (larvas)

Latin us--> I, fungus-> fungi (funguses)

Latin um->a, datum-> data

Latin ex->ices, index-> indices (indexes)

Greek is->es, thesis - > theses

Greek on->a, criterion, criteria



Make plurals:

1. Flower

2. Boat

3. Woman

4. City

5. Umbrella

6. Address

7. Knife

8. Sandwich

9. Family

10. Foot

11. Potato

12. Holiday

1. Flowers

2. Boats

3. Women

4. Cities

5. Umbrellas

6. Addresses

7. Knives

8. Sandwiches

9. Families

10. Feet

11. Potatoes

12. Holidays



information



Spelling

-s/-sh/-ch/-x

-o

-y 

-ay/-ey/-oy

-f/ -fe

 Bus – buses, dish – dishes, church –

churches, box - boxes

 Potato - potatoes

 Baby – babies, dictionary –

dictionaries, party – parties

 Day – days, monkey – monkeys, 

boy - boys

 Shelf – shelves, leaf – leaves, wife 

- wives



Exercise #1



Exercise 

#2



Exercise #3



Nouns
Countable & uncountable nouns



countable



uncountable





information



Exercise #1



Exercise #2



Exercise #3 classifiers



For fun



Exercise #4



Thank you!
any questions?
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